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2 SAMUEL, Crap, xv. VERSES 11, 12, 13. 


When David Was up in the 3 the word of the Lord came unte 
the Prophet Gad, David's N Jayings 3+ ; 


— 


8 Go and ſay unto David, thus ſaith the "art I offer het three is 3 a 
thee one Y them, that I may do it unto thee. 


S. God came fo David and told 8 ond ſaid unto him—$hall ſeoes 
years of famine come unto thee in thy land? —Or wilt thou flee three 
months before thine enemies, while they purſue thee?—Qr that.there be three 


days PePtilence in thy land ?—Now adviſe, and n hat anſiwer I Het 
return to him that ſent me. | 


F all 3 kiltorics Dk are extant, 1 0 is none more diſtin- 
gviſhed for a variety of remarkable tranſactions than that which | 
is left us of the Jewiſh nation, in the books of the Old Teſta- 

ment; ſo that if we were to look upon this part of the Bible as a 

mere "human W and as having no relation to the forming 

x B | | the 


067F „„ 
the lives and manners of any other country, yet we might fairly inſiſt 
upon it, that it is the moſt curious, the moſt entertaining hiſtory that 
has ever yet appeared. But we Chriſtians are aſſured, by St. Faul, 
that it is a ſubject in which we are much intereſted: the things con- 
cerning the proſperity and adverſity of the Iſraelites were written for 
dur admonition and inſtruction 3 ſo that we. are not only invited to 
read the books in which they are recorded, upon aceount of the de- 
light which attends the peruſal, but we are commanded ſo to do, that 
we may learn from thence moſt uſeful. leſſons of a good life. 


Tux paſſage of which the text is a part, as it is as remarkable an one 
as any in the whole Jewiſh * ſo it will afford us very — | 
reflections... 


, Kr Oe EIS ere 7 Ce ee ns ws es 


| Wreuvor farther preface, thereföre, I ſhall firſt enquire what it was 
David had done to deſerve ſo heavy a Puniſhment as either of the three, 
one of ' which' he is here called upon to fubmit to. 15 


a2dly, I sHaLL obſerve what the nature of his crime was in doing | 
what in this chapter is related of him. 


zdly, 1 SHALL ew that Divine Pravidegce f is concerned i in the. diſ- 


poſal of national condition, aſſigning to. a people adverſity or proſpe- : 
rity, according to the ſupreme wul. 


| Anp laſtly, enquire when a nation now in theſe days may be judged 
guilty of the like crime with David's, if 5 a numbering. of forts 
was to be made by them, 


AxD firſt then, I am to enquire what it was that David had done 


Þ EP. 
to gelerve lo heavy a „ as either of the ene one of n 
be is here called upon to ſubmit to. . ED 


War: -theſe 3 were, you have heard, —Seven years 155 
mige, three months defeat from the enemies of Iſrael, or three days 
peſtilence. Either of them undoubtedly a very grievous curſe, and there- 
fore we may juſtly preſume, before we examine the matter, that the fin 

W committed was a very grievous one. ; 


: Mon 'As 10 SG fact uſelt, abſtracted from: the motive which led David 
to it, we find from the beginning of this chapter, that. it was no more 
than nee the people of Iſrael and Juda. 


Ds Mi unto Joab, the . captain of. the hoſt, which was with 
him—Go now through all the tribes of Iſrael, from Dan even to Beerſheba, 
and number ye the people, that I may know the number of the people.— - 
Accordingly after having endeavoured (but in vain) to diſſuade the king 
from this project, it is ſaid, that Joab and the captains of the hoſt went 
out from. the . preſence of the king to number the people of Iſrael. 
And when they had gone through all the land, they came to Jeruſa- 
lem at the end of nine months and twenty days. And Joab gave up 
the ſum of the number of the people unto the king; and there were 

in Iſrael eight hundred thouſand valiant men that drew the ſword: 
and the men of Juda were five hundred thouſand men. 


Tun then wm the fat; 8 jnciefelf—And can it be 
ſo heinous a tranſgreſſion for a king to take a review of his forces, and 
to ſee what number of perſons fit for battle he has in his kingdom? 
Is it not rather a matter of juſt rejoicing, and ground of bleſſing God, 
that there is ſo great a military ſtrength i in Iſrael and Juda? The reſolu- 
tion of this queſtion.! 18 what we come now to give in conſideration of the 

: | ſecond 


r . ̃ Ä e . 


Hence that princes enliſt weir robe ands of horſe and 


N 9 


Feoond particular, Which was to obſerve, the nature ef be „n 
numbering the people. | 


| Ire order to ew this, it is tieceMary eo tile notice An or 
Gods providentiul diſpenſation in rege to the Bente, wid other 
1 ; 


WrozveR Jooks Tito 'the yi the rife 'and An e tddks; in 
generally find, that their ſueceſs has borne ſome proportion to their force 
and power, and to the conduct and ability of their leaders. But with 
the Ifraclites, who from ſlaves in Egypt became a great and powerful 


people, the caſe was not fo. God had :choſen Jacob for his peculiar 


people, and Iſrael for his own poſſeſſion. He had taken their defence 
upon hintſelf, and would not allow that their ſucceſs: was in yy 'wife-to 
be aſcribed $0 n ſtrength. 


No one of the Alfie writers bes let us nere fil tectarations-of this 
goctrine than David himſelf, though in the inſtance of his conduct which 


ve are now examining he To little attended to it. The people (i. e. the 


Iſraelites, ſays he) gat not the land in poſſeſſion by their own fword, 


neither was it their own arm that helped them: but chy right ha nd and 


thine arm, and the Iight of thy countenanee, becauſe thou hadſt a favour 
unto them. When we read this and other like paſſages, we are apt, per- 
haps, to look upon them only as aeknowledgments of God's general pro- 
vidence in the affairs of the world, and not a to Wend to me 
-hiſtorieal ang wad contain, 5 e E108 


II is ndeabtedhy we; that e — faſediel 
to God; and that it is he who giveth victory onto kings. Put yet he 
ordinarily makes uſe ef natural means, and it is no 6ffence to his Provi- 


tot 


ſelves and their dominions, But with the liractices it was mliqenices 


they were never ſo weak as when they made themſelves ſtrong; never ſo 


certainly ruined as when their force was great enough to create in them a 
confidence in themſelves. Nay ſo tender was God of his honour in this - 

reſpect, and fo concerned to juſtify his promiſe to defend Iſrael in the 
eyes of the world, that he would not always permit natural cauſes to in- 
terfere in their deliverance, leſt the people ſhould grow doubtful to whom 
they ſhould aſcribe their victories. Thus when Gideon ſtood up to deli- 
ver the people from the Midianites, he. raiſed an army of thirty-two - 
thouſand men ; but God refuſed to go forth with ſo great an hoſt, and 
the reaſon given for it is this: The people that are with thee are too 


many for me to give the Midianites into thy hands, leſt Iſrael vaunt 


themſelves againft me laing 1 mine own hand hath ſaved me. - 


AccorRDincLy a 8 8 were 1 to three handed; | 
and *r them the hoſt of Mid 1 overthrown. _ | 


AcazABLY to this doctrine, it is 8 much to be remarked, and no 
one can read attentively this part of the Bible hiſtory without remarking. 
that during the whole period of time, from the coming out of Egypt to 
the end of David's reign, the people of Iſrael never ſuffered for want of 
force and ſtrength in war.— They were often puniſhed (as they often 
deſerved it) for their idolatry; but whenever they repented and turned 
to God, their deliverance did not wait for want of ſorces.— Troops few. 
in number and ſeemingly unfit for action, ſupported neither by chariots 
nor by horſemen, proved an. overmatch for royal armies.. This may be 
verified from the inſtance of Gideon above-mentioned, from that of Ba- 
ruch, Jephtha, and Samuel, and of al 1 called forth * you. to ſaye 


| his dun fe Cent: 
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' Froxe this account of the particular circumſtances the Iſraelites were 
under, in regard to the peculiar protection of God, we may fairly collect 
what we are enquiring after, namely, the nature of David's crime in : 
numbering the OO 1 5 

Sb 
TuISs fact of his ſhewed a 8 of that RT . which 
had all along fo remarkably diſtinguiſhed itſelf in defence of Iſrael. Had 
he kept up the truly religious ſpirit of confidence in God which he « once = 
poſſeſſed, and which a king of Iſrael one would have thought could never 
have parted with, he would have been under no concern about the num- 
ber of his forces ; 3 he would have truſted God with the cauſe he had un- 
dertaken, and which he had conſtantly, and in David's caſe in a very 
particular manner, diſcharged with fidelity. But God, who had ſo often 
mightily delivered David his ſervant from the battle that was againſt 
him, ſuffered him to ſubmit for a while to the moſt dangerous enemy 
man can meet with, his own heart's luſt, He forgat, as he onee com- 
plained of his countrymen, God his Saviour, who, had done ſo great 
things for him. He who was fo well verſed in the law, yet in this in- 
ſtance attended to it no more than he had done to the fixth and ſeventh 
_ commandment in the caſe of Uriah. The law and the promile "1 were 
plain and m__ if he had not been blinded by his © own. cos | 


Wand! thay goeſt to bake” againſt thine enemies, and ſeeſt en 
and horſes, and a people more than thou, be not afraid of them, for the 
Lord thy God is with thee. Happy had it been for him and his people, 
had he remembered the pious doctrine of his beloved brother Jonathan, 
—there is no reſtraint to the Lord, to ſave by many or by few. Happy 
had it been for him had he then remembered what he once ſaid to the 
giant of the Philiſtines—thou comeſt to me with a ſword and with a ſpear. 
and with a, ſhield, but I come to thee 3 in the name of the Lord of Hoſts, 
| 1 vill 


Tr 81 1 


Neill falke chee that eee eulen ame 
| d fighting, but that tbers is @ G. 


[ies had it wk for kai WIND My eee ave. 
been conſiſtent with himſelf, and preſerved the ſame pious mind in which 
he uttered thoſe many ſtrong declarations of his truſt in God, and dif- - 
_ claiming. 2 confidence in human force, which we find in the book of 
Pfalma. There is no king that can be ſaved by the multitude of an hoſt, 
AI will not truſt in my bow, it is not my ſword that ſhall help me.—It 
is thou, O God, that ſaveſt us from our enemies and putteſt them to 
confußon that hate us.—Give us help from trouble, for vain is the help. 
of man. But ſuch was the frailty of this great king, when God in anger 


withdrew from him his holy ſpirit and gave him up to himſelf, that he. 


11. of to wu ITY RR the people, he diftruſted God... 


Wann we look * che b in this view, all GMculties concerning 2 
en yy Petting vis eh in God, ſhewed d e ee laute 
his own and hie people's ſtrength, and a diſtruſt in that Providence which. 
hed been ſo conſtant a guard of Iſrael, then we ſee clearly that this action 
was not, as if taken by itſelf without conſidering the ſtate of the Jews in 
relation to God's peculiar government, it may at firſt fight appear, a light 
thing, a thing of no moment, but a very grievous ſin. We now fee a 
plain reaſon for the forrow and contrition of David, mentioned in thle 
verſe; immediately precteding the text: And David's heart ſmote him, 
after he had numbered the people: and David ſaid unto the Lord, I have 
ſinned greatly in that I have done. Nor are we ſurpriſed at the impor- 
tunate endeavours of Joab and the captains of the hoſt, to diſſuade the 
king frem his purpoſe, ſinee it appears to be ſo great a tranſgreſſion. 
Nor can we help ſeeing how properly God is ſaid to have moved David to 
it—deanuſe: tas anger: was kindled OO. Ire he permitted: Satan to 5 
n 


En 7 
_rovoke him to it. What ſuggeſtion more fit to come from Satan, 'the 
great tempter of mankind to their ruin, than à diſtruſt of God from ; 
Satan the firſt of all created beings that we know of, who departed from 
his duty to God, and' had che” ambition to 88 to be _ own —_— 
lord and Prince. | 5 3 


Arran what has been fiid; we need not doubt but that Divine Provi- 
dence is concerned in the diſpoſal of national condition, e to a 
people e or . according te to On PERL Ws I 


Wnonvnn is W ei that it is God who gave exiſtence . | 
cannot doubt but that he is alſo the governor of 'all- things in it; nothing 
being more -unreaſonable than to ſuppoſe he ſhould produce the world 
into being, and then leave it to fluctuate without guidance. And how. 
unequal ſeever Providence may appear in the preſent ſtate with regard to 

particular perſons, yet upon the whole of things its equality will be con- 
firmed, and the Judge of the world be known to have done right. They 
who confine their views to this life, look but on a very inconſiderable ; 

part of man's exiſtence : he is a creature not of threeſcore or fourſcore 

years but of eternity. What then if the good man labours under tempo- 
ral difficulties, and the wicked man proſpers and makes a figure, Provi- 
dence will notwithſtanding be juſtified, if we ſuppoſe their reſpective 
behaviour and condition to. be exactly taken into the account, and another 
life to ſucceed; a life of never-ending happineſs or miſery to be allotted 
according as the caſe of each requires. But as to national proſperity or 
adverſity; theſe, we may venture to aſſert, will always be correſpondent 
to national virtue or wickedneſs, - This is a concluſion which the wiſdom 
of all ages, and the experience of all hiſtories affirms to us. If we look 
into the record of a ſtate, we ſhall find that its peace and ſecurity depend 
upon the truth, juſtice, temperance and charity of its members. Theſe HE 
bleſſed en always render a N fourithing and happy, and the 


oppoſite 


Ev 


oppoſite vices are as dnt productive of miſery and ruin. Tis true, a 
wicked man is not always miſerable, but a wicked nation can never be 
happy. Let us imagine a land to be entirely inhabited by men void of all 
moral principles (characters which ſome of us are not ſtrangers to) what 
proſpect could there be of eaſe and ſafety ? It would be againſt the natu- 
ral rendency of things to expect thoſe bleſſings. A republic of villains | 
muſt neceſſarily vex, injure. and — one another they are miſer- 
able by conſtitution. | | 


Bur beſides a a dens according to the N tendency 
of things, national virtue is its dyn reward, and national vice its own 
puniſhment, it ought to be obſerved that with regard to public commu- 
nities of men, the juftice of Divine Providence cannot appear but in pre- 
| fent and temporal diſpenſations. Private perſons are ſubject to a future 
judgment, and therefore the juſtice of God may be fully executed in 

recompencing their behaviour, tho' the recompence be deferred to 
another life, But a nation, conſidered as a body of men united together 
in ſociety, can ſubſift only in this world, and conſequently national ones 
viour can be rewarded or puniſhed only in this world. 


Arran what has bees aid, in order to ſhew the nature of David's crime 
in numbering the people, and that Divine Providence is concerned in the 
diſpoſal of national condition, aſſigning to a people proſperity or adver- 
fity according to the ſupreme will, it will not be difficult to anſwer the 
next enquiry hen may a nation-now in theſe days be judged guilty of 
the like crime, if ſuch « numbering of forces n made by them? 


5 1's die ward l who ation GOP yaa 
for the neceſſary defence and ſecurity of ſociety. Wars of ambition are 
direct murders. When battles are fought by a nation merely to ſhew the 
| world how rerrible they are, how many men W how 
3 1 "ng 


111411 


many flaves to inglee,, how many families to | rive Gro their peaceable: 
habirations, how much miſchief and miſery they can bring upon a mankind, 
theſe wars are founded upon falſe notions of glory; and though.1 the ſplen- 


dor of ſucceſs may dazzle mankind for a while, and palliate the motive 
of an unjuſt enterprize; yet if a ſad reverſe of fortune ſhould happen, 


as by God's providence has often happened, to check the impetuous 
career of inſolent and vain-glorious ambition, the whole world rejoices 
to ſee the oppreſſor humbled and caſt down, and exults with hearts full. 
of gratitude to that Being in whoſe ſight the rights of humanity are ever 
precious. Such were the inſatiable and arrogant ſchemes. of that late 
politic and ambitious monarch Lewis. the Fourteenth ;, ſchemes which 
indeed for a while Providence permitted to aſtoniſh all Europe; while a 


young and an artful prince with vaſt revenues, able miniſt 8 5 


pliſhed generals, and the thorough confidence of his people, thought of 


nothing leſs than univerſal monarchy, yet did this very monarch, foſtered 
in flattery and vain-glory, and accuſtomed to.ſucceſs.and command, live 


to ſee his conqueſts gradually torn ftom him, his ableſt miniſters dead or 
diſgraced, his revenues exhauſted, his army ſpoiled, and himſelf a ſad 
monument of the vanity of earthly. ambition, and the. folly of unjuſt 
deſires. 1 


* e 3 ima lammis 


Mutare, & infignem attenuat Deus, » 
| H o RACE. 


Wno can reflect without 13 upon oh: exploits of Saks Cala (as 
much as his character may be admired by the children of violence) who 
boaſted that his conqueſts in Gaul only had coſt more than twelve hun- 


dred thouſand lives. And in the modern methods of deſtruction, let men, 


if they can bear the dreadful picture, imagine to themſelves the ruin. of 


ſpringing a mine, or of a. ſea- fight; the plundering,. ſtripping, burning | 
and deſtroying, that generally attend the ſacking of a town, and then ſay, 


whether a war, followed by ſuch miſeries, can be entered into without 
5 | abſolute 


Þ x 5 1 | 3 : 
abſolute. neceſſity, eſpecially by-a diſciple of the meck and holy Jeſus the 
prince ef peace: and however the characters of the adyiſers of ſuch wars 
may be embelliſhed. by. ſervile. wits and-miſplaced eloquence, they muſt. 
be condemned by all true philoſophy and religion. Very unhappy would 
this nation be i in; its king. and parliament, if they have laid upon it the 
burden of great guilt. : and. great expence in the ſame thing; if they have 
impoſed upon it, heavy taxes in order to furniſh out a complete armament, 
and by that very management have highly offended the Lord of Hoſts. 
But here we will truſt nothing has been done amiſs, the bare act of num- 
bering men for an army can carry in itfelf no more guilt than numbering 
ſo many ſheep. for the laughter. David, who lived under the peculiar” 
guardianſhip of Divine Providence, ought to have waited for God's coun-: 
cil, what he ſhould, do, what management he ſhould: uſe to repel his 
enemies, what. number of forces he ſhould carry out to battle. But the 
diſpenſation of God's providence i is otherwiſe with us. We have no Seers- 
to attend our king, to bring him premonitions from heaven; we have no 
Urim nor Thummim, we have no Viſions whereby to diſcayer what the 
mind of God is, and conſequently there is room for human councils. 
To deſend our. gracious. ſoyereign in the maintenance of his juſt, and law-- 
ful rights, by raiſing a due number of proper forces, is ſo far from being 
a ſin againſt Providence, that it would be a very blameable abuſe of Pro- 
vidence not to apply thoſe means which God hath put in our power, ſo 
long as force oppoſeth force. Such was the. diſpenſation of God in pro- 
tecting his choſen people, for reaſons beſt known to himſelf, that the 
king of Iſrael might poſſeſs his ſoul in peace and his kingdom in ſaſety, 
though never ſo. ſuperior- a force were led againſt him. One of the 
Iſraelites might chaſe a thouſand. But other kings have no ground for 
ſuch expectations, either from God's word or from the inſtances of ſuc- 
ceſs which the hiſtory of the world affords. And very remarkable to this 
purpoſe, our bleſſed Lord obſerves the unreaſonableneſs of omitting 
human precaution in ſuch caſe. What king, ſays he, going to make 
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war againſt another king, Gittech nor down firſt arid confultoth whether he 
de able with ten thouſand to meet him that cometh againſt him with 
twenty thouſand.—So that to charge any prince now with iniquity who 
has numbered his people for a juſt war, and to transfer to him the crime 
here charged vpon this account on David king of Iſrael, would be a great 
abuſe of this paſſage of the Bible hiſtory. But does it then ſuggeſt no 
admonition .to modern nations? Yes forely ; a diſtruſt of God's general 


atoms; oſs eee ele ye r gan | 
providence was in the lags FH gn 


SnovrD we in our 8 cireumſtundes 18 dein « dur arm, and be- 
come forgetful of God's fupreme diſpoſal, we then ſhould have juſt rea- 
ſon to fear his vengeance. Even now the race ig not always to the ſwift, 
nor the battle to che ſtrong. Nothing leſs than infinite wiſdom can have 
an abſolute command over the affairs of human life. The higheſt degree 
of it which men can poſſeſs, is by no means equal to the many hazards 
which in war eſpecially are to be met with. We may be fure then that 
arrogance and conceitednefs of our own abilities are highly difpleaſing to 
that great Being, who delights in an humble mind, and by ſeveral of his 


| diſpenſations ſeems purpoſely to ſhew men that mere haman ſchemes are 


vain and ineffectual. This was the opinion of that illuſtrious princefs 
Queen Elizabeth in the caſe of a war with Spain; as during the preparation 
for the defence of England, ſhe took all imaginable .care to ſhew that 
whatever ſtrength the nation afforded, yet her main reliance was upon 
God, who was then firſt devoutly fought unto by folemn prayer- and ſup- 
plication. So after the defeat of the Armada, which the pope in the ſpirit 
of bis infallibility had pronounced invincible, ſhe afcribed the wonderful 
ſucceſs to the bounty of heaven. It is much to the honour of that 
princeſs, to obſerve the different conſtruction which ſhe and the king of 
Spain put upon this extraordinary event: the king of Spain, to leffen her 
glory, aſcribed the ruin of his fleet * of ftorms and 

. | * 
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— han: or the brayery of the Engliſh: bud the Queen, inſtead ol 
looking upon it as a diminution of her honour, valued herſelf upon this 
| fignal favour of heaven; and accordingly ordered a medal to be ſtruck, 
repreſenting a fleet beaten by a urch wid that ai raids 0 a; 
tion, . de aeg 1 fr iy | 
11 NEED not- iſ a any e on oi ain bene Fe 1 Hine; faid 
may ſeem too much: it may be objected, it is needleſs to put us in mind 
that the nation, with all its proviſions for war, is ſtill to truſt to Provi- 
dence ; that without the divine aid, the wiſeſt councils. of frail men, and 
the multitude of an hoſt, and all the inſtruments of war are but weak 
and vain; that we are not to confide in the ſplendor of any thing that is 
great, or in the ſtability of any thing that is ſtrong here below. But 
4 what ooh St. wn ames * mens' en eee ? 
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ye fight and war, yet ye have not becauſe ye aſk not; ye aſk and receive 
| ah becauſe * aſk * e may conſume i it upon W ait 


i Wa ai 30 a Farbe ee influencing the 1 of nations, pay” | 
if this. providence expreſſeth itſelf in bleſſing a good and afflicting a 
wicked people, the point remaining to be conſidered is this very impor- 
tant one, What ground have we of this land to look for the divine pro- 
tection? Are we that innocent, virtuous and pious people, that we may 
certainly reckon upon God's favour? We muſt own, that we are far from 
ſuch a character. It is grievous to dwell on this ſubject, but it is become 
neceſſary, in order to enliven our zeal for eee to recollect ſome 
1 the e which reien n us. „ 

1 not t public corruprian,. by: the ſophiltry of ſighs e writers, 8 
only excuſed, oe held. up, avowed, and defended as a neceſſary inſtru- 
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| ment of government Is not that ſolemn — as ieh an 
avenger, which is always implied in the taking an oath, reated 
ditional form of commort buſineſs ? Is not the Lord's 
profaned as if it were ſuperſtition to obſerve it ? Is net the ordinance of 
the bleſſed ſacrament, that communion for which our forefathers: endured | 
ſo many fiery trials, almoſt forgotten i in its genuine acceptation, while it is. 
retained as little more than a civil ceremony, as a neceſſary though 
obſolete qualification for offices in the ſtate ? Is it not become a faſhion, 
a mark of a polite education in England, for men to expoſe the ſcheme of 
revealed religion as a fable and impoſture, to refuſe prayer to the God that 
made them, to deſpiſe the merits of Chriſt who redeemed them, and to 
P g at the influence of the Holy Ghoſt, whoſe office ie is NO 815 the 


In this e e can we kak up with any een N 
dence for national bleſſings? Can we hope to eſcape the fate of ſo many 
empires, w luxury, pride, irreligion, boaſted -frength,. and real 
weakneſs have made a prey to new corners, to the ſtrong man and the 
ſpoiler ? Perhaps ere long, theſe ſacred walls, which the piety of our fore- 
fathers have erected, will be the laft retrcats of whar little learning and: 
religion may be left amongft us ; while the ravages. of war fill every other 
place with horror and deſolation: it is to us therefore that it is more 
eſpecially a duty to inculcate upon the minds of the riſing generation, who- 
are to be our ſuture legiſlatures and miniſters, juſt fentiments of the value 
of thoſe important bleflings which the excellence of our free conſtitution, 
once ſo admired by all Europe, holds up to us, and which it depends on 
our own virtue and public fpirit to preſerve inviolate ;. to- oppoſe a whole- 
ſome antidote to that pernicious poiſon, with which artful ſeeptics and 
hireling ſophiſters endeavour to corrupt our integrity,. and undermine our: 
| principles to debaſe us, to render us fervile, and. to de mn our 

minds | 
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| minds that | generous | ardour 15 freedom, which has fo long been the ae 34 2208 
of the individuals of aan r. and the glory of the nation. 4 3 


LIT us Me bot let us a 1 every one of us, os the ſetting. 
right of our own. minds, under the guidance of the divine ſpirit of truth, 
to avert the national calamities whick ſeem to threaten us. If there is any 1 
faith in God's promiſes, let us look up for his protection, let us ſeek it „ Be 
with hearts pure and uncorrupted, without narrow, partial, and ſelfiſh : | 
views; let us perform the duties of chriſtian men and faithful citizens, x 
leſt this our land be turned into a field of blood, it $ moe e 
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